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Dante Alighieri 

 
 
Durante degli Alighieri, referred to as Dante (1265–1321), was an Italian poet, prose writer, 
literary theorist, moral philosopher, and political thinker. He is best known for the monumental epic 
poem Commedia, later named La Divina Commedia, considered the greatest literary work 
composed in the Italian language and a masterpiece of world literature. 
 

The Divine Comedy 

                                                   
 

Divina Commedia made Dante immortal. It tells of the poet's travels through the three realms of the 
dead — Hell,Purgatory, and Paradise — accompanied by the Latin poet Virgil. Dante, travelling 
through Hell, Purgatory and Paradise, symbolizes mankind aiming at the double object of temporal 
and eternal happiness. The forest where the poet loses himself symbolizes the civil and religious 
confusion of society, deprived of its two guides, the emperor and the pope. 
Virgil represents reason and the empire. Beatrice is the symbol of the supernatural aid mankind 
must have to attain the supreme end, which is God. 
What is new is the individual art of the poet, the classic art transfused for the first time into a 
Romance form. Whether he describes nature, analyses passions, curses the vices or sings hymns 
to the virtues, Dante is notable for the grandeur and delicacy of his art. He took the materials for 
his poem from theology, philosophy, history, and mythology, but especially from his own passions, 
from hatred and love. Thus the Divina Commedia is not only a life-like drama of contemporary 
thoughts and feelings, but also a clear and spontaneous reflection of the individual feelings of the 
poet, from the indignation of the citizen and the exile to the faith of the believer and the ardour of 
the philosopher. 
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Alessandro Manzoni 

                                            

                                              
                                                                              

 
Alessandro Francesco Tommaso Manzoni (7 March 1785 – 22 May 1873) was an Italian poet 
and novelist. He is famous for the novel The Betrothed (orig. Italian: I Promessi Sposi), generally 
ranked among the masterpieces of world literature. 
 

The Betrothed 

                                                
 
 
The Promessi Sposi (The Betrothed) is the work that has made Manzoni immortal. 
The novel begins with a description of the landscapes around the Como Lake between 1628 and 
1630, when there is a Spanish domination. Soon after, the author introduces the character of Don 
Abbondio, a lazy and fearful country-priest, who is having his daily walk. He is stopped by a couple 
of "bravi" (thugs), who order him not to celebrate the marriage between Lorenzo Tramaglino 
(Renzo) and Lucia Mondella, which should have taken place the following day, because Don 
Rodrigo, the chief of the village has fallen in love with her. 
No doubt the idea of the historical novel came to him from Sir Walter Scott, but Manzoni 
succeeded in something more than an historical novel in the narrow meaning of that word; he 
created an eminently realistic work of art. The reader's attention is entirely fixed on the powerful 
objective creation of the characters. From the greatest to the least they have a wonderful 
verisimilitude. Manzoni is able to unfold a character in all particulars and to follow it through its 
different phases. Manzoni dives down into the innermost recesses of the human heart, and draws 
from it the most subtle psychological reality. In this his greatness lies, which was recognized first 
by his companion in genius, Goethe. 
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