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FOREWORD 

One of the main objectives of the project  is the common reading and analysis of the literature 

during international meetings. Partners during the second  meeting (Iskenderun, Turkey) by 

majority voting have chosen three books that will be read in the near future by project 

participants and then jointly analyzed (for this purpose a set of questions for participants had 

been prepared) during meetings in Lithuania, Latvia, Italy and Poland. The main selection 

criterion was the content of the book, which in some way had to refer to travel or to moving 

between countries – that is the main character(s) had to migrate in a way.  Another 

requirement was the availability of books in the native language of partners, therefore classical 

literature was the main source from which we could choose the appropriate books. 

Presentation on the proposed books 

Partners selected the books based on the following template.  

 

 

COMMON BOOKS FOR  

EUROPEAN READER’S CLUB PROJECT 

The following books have been selected according to the partner’s votes: 

• The Little Prince (French: ”Le Petit Prince”) by Antoine de Saint Exupéry – 9 votes 

• Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift – 7 votes 

• The Alchemist (Portuguese: “O Alquimista”) by Paulo Coelho – 6 votes 

Tasks of every partner: 

• Read and discuss The Little Prince for the next partner meeting in Lithuania as part of 

the local Reader’s Club; 

• Selection of a minimum 3 participants to make comments about the common book in-

between the meetings; 

• Participants can make comments in the language they prefer; 

• Partners have to prepare an abstract (translate comments) in English for the upcoming 

international meeting; 

• Comments of participants should be between from half to 3 pages in length (A4, Times 

New Roman); 

• Data of participants on the form – minimum Name and Country of origin. 
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Questions to be asked by partners during project about the book shall include: 

• Did you like the book? (Yes/NO and Why) 

• Did you find the book easy to read – were there any new and complicated 

words/phrases? 

• Where did you get the book? 

• What do you think was the main idea of the book? 

• What is your favorite character in the book and why? 

• Did this book make you think about your own experience/feelings/emotions – did you 

find any message? 

• Would you suggest this book to your friends (why)? 

• Did this book or the discussion about the book change any stereotypes you had? 

• Will you read more about the author of the book? 

• Will you read more books of the same author? 

The coordinators from every country have to prepare short summary about the book “Little 

prince” according to the main questions, translate them if necessary and send to Polish partner. 

The summaries of the books and most interesting findings will be published in this section of 

the website. 
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The Little Prince (French: ”Le Petit Prince”

famous work of the French aristocrat writer, poet and pioneering aviator 

Exupéry (1900–1944, Mort pour la France

The novella is both the most read and most translated book in the French language, and was 

voted the best book of the 20th century in France. Translated into more than 250 languages 

and dialects, selling over a million copies per year with sales totaling over 200 

worldwide, it has become one of the best

Though ostensibly a children’s book, 

observations about life and human nature. For example, Saint

the young prince during his travels on Earth. The story’s essence is contained in the lines 

uttered by the fox to the little prince: 

pour les yeux. (“One sees clearly only with the h

Other key thematic messages are articulated by the fox, such as: “You become responsible, 

forever, for what you have tamed” and “It is the time you have devoted to your rose that 

makes your rose so important.”

The reader is introduced to the narrator who, as a young boy, drew a boa constrictor eating an 

elephant. However, he is discouraged from drawing when all adults who look at his picture see 

a hat, instead. The narrator attempts to explain what his firs

another one clearly showing the elephant, disturbing the adults as a result. As such, he decides 
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Le Petit Prince”), first published in 1943, is a novella and the most 

famous work of the French aristocrat writer, poet and pioneering aviator 

Mort pour la France). 

lla is both the most read and most translated book in the French language, and was 

voted the best book of the 20th century in France. Translated into more than 250 languages 

and dialects, selling over a million copies per year with sales totaling over 200 

worldwide, it has become one of the best-selling books ever published. 

Though ostensibly a children’s book, The Little Prince makes several profound and idealistic 

observations about life and human nature. For example, Saint-Exupéry tells of

the young prince during his travels on Earth. The story’s essence is contained in the lines 

uttered by the fox to the little prince: On ne voit bien qu’avec le cœur. L’essentiel est invisible 

(“One sees clearly only with the heart. What is essential is invisible to the eye.”) 

Other key thematic messages are articulated by the fox, such as: “You become responsible, 

forever, for what you have tamed” and “It is the time you have devoted to your rose that 

nt.” 

The reader is introduced to the narrator who, as a young boy, drew a boa constrictor eating an 

elephant. However, he is discouraged from drawing when all adults who look at his picture see 

a hat, instead. The narrator attempts to explain what his first picture depicts by drawing 

another one clearly showing the elephant, disturbing the adults as a result. As such, he decides 
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to become a pilot, which eventually leads to a crash in the Sahara desert. 

In the desert, the narrator meets the little prince, who asks him to draw a sheep. Not knowing 

how to draw a sheep, the narrator shows him the picture of the elephant in the snake. To the 

narrator’s surprise, the prince recognizes the drawing for what it is. After a few failed attempts 

at drawing a sheep, the narrator draws a box in his frustration, claims that the box holds a 

sheep inside. Again to the narrator’s surprise, the prince is delighted with the result. 

The little prince’s home asteroid, or “planet”, is introduced. 

COMMENTS FROM PARTICIPANTS 

Written by Aleksandr Lipov (UK) 

I enjoined reading this book very much, it was the second time I did it, and the first one was in 

my childhood. This time it was more interesting and understandable. I got the book from 

European Readers Club’s library. The main idea of the book in my opinion was to show us that 

sometimes we don’t appreciate what we have already, that we need to be more like the kids 

are, open hearted, to love like a child, to be excited about everything and don’t live in your own 

little world with your own problems not seeing anything around, being proud of yourself and 

the things you do. The character I liked most is the alcoholic, because for the long time I was 

acting, thinking and living very similar to him. That’s way I enjoined reading about him, for he’s 

similarities to myself. The book made me think about love, egoism, affection to a lot of things in 

life. I found a lot of things for myself in this book; I wasn’t expecting from it that much. I would 

offer this book to read for my friends with big pleasure, because it contains huge motivation to 

live differently. None of the stereotypes was changed by reading this book because I read a lot 

of books similar to this. After reading this book I would love to read more literature of this 

writer. 

 

Written by Gintaras Arbaciauskas (UK) 

Having started to read this book, I thought it would be childish and boring. But as I continued to 

read, I began to like it and yet felt fearful that I did not really understand what it was all about. 

That was when I realised that it was not childish and that even for me as an adult it was not 

easy to understand it all. It was simple to read and there were no difficult expressions, just that 

it was necessary to understand what was written between the lines. This book was 

recommended to me by my colleagues and we discussed this book together after reading. 

While reading, I understood that there is no need to look far or wander in the unknown in 
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search for something valuable, beloved, and close. It is because that which you love and what is 

close to you is nearby. All that is needed is opening up wider the eyes, the heart and the 

feelings, and you will see or feel that it is right here. During the discussions about The Little 

Prince with my colleagues who had read the book as well, it was very interesting to find out 

their opinions about the fox and the lamplighter - both of which had made an impression on me 

while reading. It is clear that I would like to recommend this book to my children and then 

discuss it with them afterwards. I would be very interested to find out what they understood 

having read the book. In other words, all of us could share what each one us got out of it. 

Generally speaking, this book is fun. I would like to read more books by this author. Just before 

that, I would like to find out more about him and the way he was.  It is very interesting what he 

was like in real life and what his personality was. 

 

Written by Sigitas Platukis (UK) 

At first, having finished reading the little book, I did not understand what it was all about and I 

thought that it was a waste of time. To be honest, I did not like it as it seemed that one had to 

have a degree in psychology and a huge imagination to understand it. However, when more 

opinions were shared during the discussions with the club members, I understood that a deep 

meaning was hidden in it. That was why it made me reflect about my feelings and life. It made 

me see how a human being travels somewhere, looking for something all over the world and 

attempts to adapt, but every place feels unpleasant, because one does not understand that 

he/she is not in their place and that everywhere they remain a stranger. Simply put, the person 

no longer sees the values that surrounded him in his planet, his land. Therefore, I would 

recommend this book to my friend, so that he could understand how valuable everything is that 

surrounds you in your own country. The character I liked the most was the lamplighter because 

he remained faithful to his work and above all valued responsibility. 

 

Written by Lalla Mina El Meziane (Italy) 

Mina likes reading very much, she finds it relaxing. She admires the writers and their ability to 

tell stories, and she would like to be like them. She used to read a lot when she was in her 

country, but she finds it very difficult now because of her insufficient knowledge of the Italian 
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language. Furthermore, she’s usually very busy working and taking care of her family and home. 

Nevertheless, she liked the book and wished she was able to read and understand it all. 

 

Written by Leu Cornel Vasilica (Italy) 

I read The Little Prince when I was child in Romania, it is a book for children. It’s very simple, 

beautiful and interesting. I read a few pages in Italian, it is not difficult for me, but already 

knowing the story I did not continue. I like reading and I have no difficulty in Italian because I'm 

in Italy for 7 years. 

 

Compilation of comments from Turkish participants 

I think the Little Prince is a beautiful book. I didn’t read any boks, it is my first book. I really love 

this book and I think that everyone should read it at least one time in their lives. It isn’t a 

juvenile book. It is a short tale full of meaning. Children will love it and adults will love it all the 

same time. There are a lot of lessons that we get in the story. It shows how a child view the 

world that we live in. I never thought that such a small book could teach me so much. It could 

be taken in so many ways from so many different perspective. I really appreciate this book. For 

example this message is very impressive: “It is the time you have wasted on your rose that 

makes your rose so important”. Thanks to our reader club to give a chance for us reading this 

book and also I will advice this book all my friends. 

Absolutely, I love this book. Firstly, I think it is for children. Then I read the book. I changed my 

opinion, it is for adult. Because the book include a lot of message. Thanks to Europe Reader’s 

Club, they required us to read the book. At first in our club everyone thought it just likes a child 

story but we were wrong. This book must be read by adults because it reminds us that we 

should never lose the child in each and every one of us.  In the club, we discussed about the 

book’s messages. From the book, we have learnt to love others, not just wait for others to love 

us. And also we think this is the other  important  message: “It is only with the heart that one 

can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye. I recommended it to everyone. The book 

is such a small one but it contains many things. 

This is the second time I read this book and I finally understand it. It was definitely the first time 
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form e to read a book, so unexplainable.  I didn’t really understand the whole plot of the story 

so after I read once. The book is too profound to understand. You must read again and again. 

Both for adult and for children, this book is so boring. I don’t like reading already. I don’t have 

the habit of reading. In our reading club my friends like the book especially women. 

 

Comments from the Lithuanian participants 

This book is about person who didn’t learn nice art when he was six years. So, when this person 

became adult he learned drive a plane. But once when Antoine traveled through desert him 

plane broken and fall in desert island. Antoine met a little boy, about six years, strange 

appearance and he pleased what man art him a sheep. Day by day and a man with boy become 

friends. This little boy felling many stories about his travel, about planet where he lives and has 

three volcanoes, wonderful flower and baobabs, who can destroy a planet. Little Prince 

travelled a lot in to different planets where met king, in second planet met greedy,third – 

alcoholic, fourth – businessman, fifths - lamplighter, sixth – geographic. So seven planet was 

Earth, where little Prince had friend fox, met a snake, seen five thousand roses. After week 

when boy stop telling story he and man go search water. They found a well, drank and went to 

sleep. But man in the morning heard boy with something talking. When he came nearer seen 

only snake and nothing didn’t understand. In this night boy went, but man all heard. A snake 

and a boy were so choosing what man cannot anything to do. A snake dug in boy, when he said 

something about stars and went. Man repaired his plane and come back home, but was very 

sad for little prince. 

• Did you like the book? (Yes/NO and Why) 

Yes, I liked it. 

• Did you find the book easy to read - were there any new and complicated 

words/phrases? 

It was easy to read, because I speak in Lithuania very well. 

• Where did you get the book? 

This book I knew but when English teacher recommended to read it during our European 

Reader’s club meeting I decided to read it again. 
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• What do you think was the main idea of the book? 

I think that the main idea is the difference in which children and adults view the world. 

• What is your favorite character in the book and why? 

A little prince, of course. He is like adult and child together. 

• Did this book make you think about your own experience/feelings/emotions – did you 

find any message? 

Yes, sometimes it could be in life like in this book, not the main actions, but messages. 

• Would you suggest this book to your friends (why)? 

I will read it for my grandchildren 

Written by Nadiežda Spiridonova (Lithuania) 

The text in the attachement was written by one of European Reader‘s club members, Nadiežda 

Spiridonova, who read in Lithuania language, but wrote in notebook in English, because of she 

attends English courses in our centre. One of Adult centre student wrote it on computer.  

 

Compilation of comments from Polish participants 

NB: Most comments were written down and translated based on discussions held during the 

project 

Oksana 

After reading this book I felt that I want to meet the Little Prince in person as he became one of 

my favorite characters. The book is full of wisdom and good advices. The story can make you 

both smile and feel sad at moments. For me the book sheded some light on the differences 

between adult life and children’s’ world – as we get old we seem not to notice the small and 

beautiful things anymore. I can also relate a lot to the travelling of Little Prince and his desire to 

come back to Earth one day. In my life I have spend considerable time outside my home and 

one day I hope I can be with my family, not worrying about any financial obstacles. However my 

favorite moment is the emphasis on friendship – you are responsible for those who you took 
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under your wing. We must remember about simple truth of our lives.  

Mariya 

I remember I had to read the book when I was still at school - at that time it seemed like a fairy 

tale and a little boring for me, although the character of Little Prince seemed to be quite 

interesting. Now after years have passed, I got a chance to come back to the story and I have to 

say now I can see how unique the book is. It is very important for adults to remember the 

simple yet important principles of life regarding friendship, responsibility, love, being brave etc. 

I would advice everyone to read it carefully and think about their own experiences, try to 

evaluate their lives. The simple and enchanting way the book is written will help you indulge 

even more in the beautiful world created by the author.  

Inna 

For me this book was an interesting reading for sure. I must confess at first I trearted it more 

like a fairy tale and wasn't trying to analyze it much - I was approaching it from an 

entertainment side. However, during common discussions I opened up for myself a new world, 

covered under in what may seem a story for children. I understood how deep some thoughts 

were and how much knowledge you can get from reading this story. I believe everyone will find 

smth to which he/she can relate. Moving from one place to another, having friends, giving and 

recieving love - for me the main idea of the book was that you should value whatever you have. 

 

  

Compilation of comments from Latvian participants - based on the questions prepared by 

partners 

Commentaries to „Little Prince” are very positive. This book made the members of the Readers 

club to reflect on rules and principles that direct person`s life. Everybody has liked the book, 

because it`s a good, positive, touching book. It makes you think about life, happiness, about 

people who live nearby. There are interesting thoughts about the destination of a person, 

about responsible for them who you have tamed. 

All members at the club admit, that it was quite easy to read this book provided you are reading 

it carefully. 

The most members of the club had taken the book in the library. Some of them have it in their 
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own home libraries.  

Talking about the main idea of the book the readers were same quite laconic. They had almost 

the same opinions: when growing up you should still remain a child in your soul and take in the 

world with your heart, but not with your mind and so make people more thoughtful and kind. 

The commentaries of the reader Inna were a bit more extensive: „Both the Commandments 

and values that are common to all mankind are always outside time and people live according 

to these values. People who live nearby are very different and the world itself is very diverse. It 

is very important to live in peace, love and harmony. Exactly we – people are responsible for 

the things that happen in our families, at work, in the neighborhood. In general, people are 

responsible for all things that happen on the Earth.” 

Everybody named Little Prince as the character that they liked best. So little but so wise! 

The book makes you think about things that are important in your life – occupation, 

responsibility. Even f you had read this book lots of times, you still find something you can think 

about. One of the club members has a habit – while reading a book, she writes out some 

quotation she liked in the book. The first time she read „Little Prince” 15 years ago. Comparing 

the quotations that has been written at that time and day you can see that now everything 

seems to be more important and significant. Little Prince says: „ Eys are blind, you should use 

your heart” We must love our homes, our town, people who are around us. It shouldn`t be to 

late. Every person has some positive qualities – so was the opinion of the reader Tatjana. 

 It reminds us of childhood, the time when we were happy about all things around us, we didn`t 

blame the weather; we used to have arguments but we didn`t use to take offence for a long 

time. Now we are adults. We try to figure out something all the time. It would be better if we 

were not „strange”. 

The book hasn`t changed the stereotypes the readers had had before. The only remark was: „ a 

military pilot has written a children`s book”. 

The most readers have already got acquainted with the biography of A.de Sent Ekziperi and had 

read his other books.  
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Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World, in Four Parts. By Lemuel Gulliver, Firs

Surgeon, and then a Captain of Several Ships

amended 1735), is a novel by Irish writer and clergyman 

Swift) that is both a satire on human nature and a parody of the “travellers’ tales” literary sub

genre. It is Swift’s best known full

The book became popular as soon as it was published (John 

that “It is universally read, from the cabinet council to the nursery”); since then, it has never 

been out of print. Gulliver’s Travels

Menippean satire to a children’s story, from proto

modern novel. 

Published seven years after Daniel Defoe

may be read as a systematic rebuttal of Defoe’s optimistic account of human capability. In 

Unthinkable Swift: The Spontaneous Philosophy of a Church of England Man

argues that Swift was concerned to refute the notion that the individual precedes society, as 

Defoe’s novel seems to suggest. Swift regarded such thought as a dangerous endorsement of 
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Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World, in Four Parts. By Lemuel Gulliver, Firs

Surgeon, and then a Captain of Several Ships, better known simply as Gulliver’s Travels

amended 1735), is a novel by Irish writer and clergyman Jonathan Swift

) that is both a satire on human nature and a parody of the “travellers’ tales” literary sub

genre. It is Swift’s best known full-length work, and a classic of English literature.

The book became popular as soon as it was published (John Gay wrote in a 1726 letter to Swift 

that “It is universally read, from the cabinet council to the nursery”); since then, it has never 

. Gulliver’s Travels has been the recipient of several designations: from 

to a children’s story, from proto-Science Fiction to a forerunner of the 

Daniel Defoe‘s wildly successful Robinson Crusoe

may be read as a systematic rebuttal of Defoe’s optimistic account of human capability. In 

Swift: The Spontaneous Philosophy of a Church of England Man

argues that Swift was concerned to refute the notion that the individual precedes society, as 
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Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World, in Four Parts. By Lemuel Gulliver, First a 

Gulliver’s Travels (1726, 

Jonathan Swift (also known as Dean 

) that is both a satire on human nature and a parody of the “travellers’ tales” literary sub-

length work, and a classic of English literature. 

Gay wrote in a 1726 letter to Swift 

that “It is universally read, from the cabinet council to the nursery”); since then, it has never 

has been the recipient of several designations: from 

Science Fiction to a forerunner of the 

Robinson Crusoe, Gulliver’s Travels 

may be read as a systematic rebuttal of Defoe’s optimistic account of human capability. In The 

Swift: The Spontaneous Philosophy of a Church of England Man Warren Montag 

argues that Swift was concerned to refute the notion that the individual precedes society, as 

vel seems to suggest. Swift regarded such thought as a dangerous endorsement of 
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Thomas Hobbes‘ radical political philosophy and for this reason Gulliver repeatedly encounters 

established societies rather than desolate islands. The captain who invites Gulliver to serve as a 

surgeon aboard his ship on the disastrous third voyage is named Robinson. 

The book begins with a short preamble in which Lemuel Gulliver, in the style of books of the 

time, gives a brief outline of his life and history before his voyages. He enjoys travelling, 

although it is that love of travel that is his downfall. 

During his first voyage, Gulliver is washed ashore after a shipwreck and finds himself a prisoner 

of a race of tiny people, less than 6 inches tall, who are inhabitants of the island country of 

Lilliput. 

COMMENTS FROM PARTICIPANTS 

 

A summary of the Latvian participants' comments in answer to the questions proposed by 

partners 

1. The most member’s of the readers` club liked the book. Some of the readers didn`t like the 

book, because they have interpreted it as a science fiction story, the genre then don`t like. 

2. All club members admitted that it was very easy to read the book, it has a wonderful 

language and the translation is very good as well. 

3. The book was taken in the library. 

4. The main idea of the book was taken by every reader differently. For instance, Nina has 

admitted: „In my opinion the main idea of the book is the diversity of the world (The Liliputians 

and Giants).” Lilija in her turn, writes „The plot of the story teaches us mutual relations, respect 

to each other”. Jelena has drawn a parallel between the times distributed in the book and the 

political passions of nowadays. She has come to a conclusion that the world hasn`y changed a 

lot. 

5. The favorite character is Gulliver ( with no exceptions) 

6. Most club members have known the story since their childhood. So they haven`t discovered 

any new things in the plot. However, the readers admit, that the plot of the story is perceived 

considering the personal life experience; the emotional effect of the book is connected with 
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getting new life experience. 

7. Yes, especially children. 

8. No  

 

Comments by Polish participants 

Nadiya 

I remember I had a chance to read the book when I was little, but of course not remembering 

all the details I decided to give it another try. The story became revealing to me in many ways – 

as a child I treated the whole concept more like a fun plot, an adventurous voyage of main 

character, but now I realized that there is smth deeper in it, a critique of political system, a lot 

of satire about society – all of this will find its place also in modern world. The book for me is 

both amusing and enriching, because one can trace the vision of world when still much had to 

be explored, but do it with the main character in rather entertaining way. I definitely 

recommend the book to others. I became also interested in life of Jonathan Swift. 

Olena 

I would like to give my thoughts on the book in relation to the fact that in my life I traveled and 

migrated a lot. For me it was interesting to compare myself to the main character – I have also 

met different cultures in my life, and as every person I created my own vision of certain 

countries and societies. I enjoyed the possibility to meet new people and understand them 

better. Of course Swift applied a lot of fantasy in his book and he likes to make use of satire and 

irony, but I must say he excelled in presenting the different layers of society and was very right 

to notice a lot of characteristics of the English nation of that time. After reading the book I just 

understood that certain behavior didn’t change over the years. I deem the book is an excellent 

piece of literature for students of social sciences, but then again everyone of us will smth for 

himself/herself. 

Petro 

I must admit Swift has one brilliant mind to create such an interesting concept – at his times the 

world was unknown, so people tried to think that smth unique, exotic and special existed 

somewhere in other lands. Jonathan Swift definitely succeeded in creating a fascinating world 

based on English society of his time. I am not however a big fan of the main character [Gulliver] 

- I think he lacks some depths as the author concentrated more on creating and describing the 
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world that surrounds him in the book. In any case, the best thing about such fine book is that all 

sorts of people will find it interesting and even children are able to read it with excitement. I am 

sure the story will stay popular for years to come as many of its ideas and observations are as 

relevant today as they were decades ago. 

 

A summary of the Turkish participants' comments 

Gulliver, who ended up country of little people because of  his ship sinking on which he set off 

with adventure  passion, confronted with death due to stealing fleet from  enemy country and 

not turning the people of enemy  country into slaves. He turned back to his country against 

several difficulties, however; he still wanted to live new  adventures s to reach the India, he got 

in a ship named  “Adventure”. The ship got lost in the sea. After losing his  friends and the ship, 

he found himself in country of ogres.  A citizen found him an detained him to entertain his  

daughter. When compared with people in Lilliput, those  people were more rude than them. 

Daughter’s father  intended to show Gulliver in a cage to citizens to make  money. One day, 

that man sold Gulliver to Queen. Gulliver  managed to escape from there and went back to his 

country. However, he set off again. After having been taken  from a ship which was attacked by 

pirates, he was  abandoned in the sea alone on a rowboat. He managed to  find land. There 

were people who were interested in music  and math and whose clothes didn’t fit them exactly 

and  whose house stood upside down. Everything was going  reverse. Eventually, Gulliver 

started to feel cold to them.  Patience attitude of captain Mendez saved him from that 

situation. 

 

Answers to questions (summary) 

1. Yes, I liked very much the messages which is given.  

2. There wasn’t any word the meaning of which I didn’t know. It was easy to read.  

3. I borrowed it from public library.  

4. People should always follow his dreams. We shouldn’t look for the things that we want to 

come true.  

5. Santiago was my favorite character. He looks like me.  

6. Yes. I believed in. I have to follow my dreams and this book corrected it.  

7. I do. It is exciting and impressive.  

8. Birth and death are part of our lives. I thought that a person could change his destiny. But I 

understood that sometimes we couldn’t change our destiny.  

9. Yes, I searched.  

10. I think I will read. 
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UK participants' comments 

Zydrunas Kielieris 

To be honest, I didn’t like this book at all. All his traveling experience and other different thing 

which I couldn’t understand were written too much in detail. This pettiness sometimes even 

irritated me. 

This book was really difficult to read and it took me quite a time to read because there were 

too many names of the places which I couldn’t understand, too many incomprehensible stories 

and other things. So as I say for me it was really hard to understand and pronounce some of the 

words. I read this book while I was in the rehabilitation centre ‘’Alfa’’ which has a close 

relationship with a Lithuanian Christian Church. I think the main idea of this book is to develop 

readers’ imagination. The other thing the author of the book is trying to do is to make a reader 

not to be afraid to experiment. The book also shows to us that it is important to do the things 

we like no matter how difficult it is to achieve them. The character I liked the most was Gulliver 

because I enjoyed the way he was thinking. He also always got in some strange and awkward 

situations which made me laugh in were raising my interest in him. So when I was reading this 

book I was always trying to get into Gulliver’s shoes and to feel what he was feeling but this 

didn’t bring any memories from the past for me and I didn’t get any good or bad emotions too. 

I also didn’t find any hidden thought after I read this book. But maybe there wasn’t any? Maybe 

the author just tried to tell us an adventurous story.  I suppose, I wouldn’t recommend this 

book to all my friends. I would recommend to those who have volatile imagination and love 

fantasy books. To those who love detective or drama books I wouldn’t recommend.  My 

stereotypes didn’t change after I read this book. They stayed the same. As I said I didn’t like this 

book a lot so I didn’t have any discussions or thoughts about it. I would read about Jonathan 

Swift, the author of the book, if the story about him was in the same book I was reading. So I’m 

not going to be interested in finding some extra information about the author. But I would 

definitely read more books of this author so I could form correct opinion about this author. I 

suppose it’s wrong to form right opinion about a writer after you just read one of his books.  

When this book got in to my hands I decided to read it straight away as I saw many cartoons 

about this character in my childhood. I enjoyed this book very much because it was written with 

childish elements and it was very easy to read even if I found lots of unfamiliar and difficult 

words and strange stories there. The other thing I liked about the book was that the author was 

telling very openly about our nature, or fears and defects that are important nowadays. The 

author of the book also speaks about people who manage us with lies, betrayals and are double 

faced.  
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Stanislav Cuvasov 

I suppose the main idea of this book is to show readers how sinful we are. The author wants to 

change our thinking in good way. He wants us to do more good things, to love and to care 

about each other more.  I liked the main character of the book, Gulliver, because I found him a 

sincerely good man.  After he had a chance to know good feelings such as love, trust, goodwill, 

friendship he never wanted to come back to normal people where the world is full of lies, 

jealousy, blame and other bad feelings. This book reminded me how hard it is to find truth 

among people nowadays. After reading this book I understood that if we want to live precious 

life we have to get rid of sins such as lying, drinking too much alcohol, stealing, cheating. I 

definitely would recommend this book to mind friends so they could understand the right way 

of living. I feel that my stereotypes changed too. I understood that I can’t judge people just 

from the way they look. The most important thing is what’s in their minds and their hearts. 

In the future I would like to read more books of this author because I feel I have changed in a 

good way after first book.  

Aurimas Spokas 

The story about Gulliver’s Travels is one of the most interesting stories of my childhood. So 

when I got this book into my hands I read it with a big excitement. As I was reading all the 

cartoons about Gulliver I saw in my childhood flicked through my mind. So I can frankly say that 

I liked this book very much. I enjoyed it reading from first till the last page. I found the book 

very easy to read. I suppose that if you do something with lots of fun it is always easy to do. The 

only hard thing I found reading this book was that I couldn’t stop reading it because it was very 

funny and interesting. And all the names of the places Gulliver went was very interesting and 

fun to read. When I came to reading some interesting name or phrase my imagination was 

doing such fascinating things. It got my mind travelling together with a book to these places.  I 

was very happy to find this book in the library at rehabilitation centre ‘’ALFA’’ which works very 

close with Lithuanian Christian Church in London. They have many books but that was the first 

book that I noticed. After reading the book I decided that the main idea of this book was that in 

life doesn’t matter how big or how small you are. The main idea is how good, how right, how 

many sins you do and etc. It is more important what you have in your heart and not how you 

look. And that is why Gulliver was my favorite character in the book. He was sincere, helping, 

not double faced, funny. Life would be more interesting for everyone if there were more people 

like him in the world. I will definitely suggest this book to my friends because I know that is very 

good to travel back to your childhood. It brings very lovely and warm memories. This book 

didn’t change any stereotypes of mine because I knew all my life that doesn’t matter how big 

you are, you still must be a good man and do good and peaceful things. Our nature is to love 

each other. Not to hate and do bad things for each other. I would like to read about Jonathan 
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Swift and to know about his life more and how he was living when he wrote these stories. And I 

am hundred per cent sure that other books he wrote is as interesting as this one. 

 

Italian participants' comments 

Olga Voitovitch 

 

• Did you like the book? (Yes/NO and Why)  

- No, because it wasn’t the kind of literature I prefer.  

• Did you find the book easy to read - were there any new and complicated 

words/phrases?  

- Yes. I didn’t find any difficulties.  

• Where did you get the book?  

- Pronexus Association gave it to me.  

• What do you think was the main idea of the book?  

- It is a parody of the author’s contemporary world and society.  

• What is your favorite character in the book and why?  

- Gulliver.  

• Did this book make you think about your own experience/feelings/emotions – did you 

find any message?  

- I found a message: we mustn’t interfere in civilizations different to ours.  

• Would you suggest this book to your friends (why)?  

- No.  

• Did this book or the discussion about the book change any stereotypes you had?  

- No.  

• Will you read more about the author of the book?  

- Yes.  

• Will you read more books of the same author 

Loredana Ghinescu  

• Did you like the book? (Yes/NO and Why)  

- Yes, I liked. Because of interesting story.  

• Did you find the book easy to read - were there any new and complicated 

words/phrases?  

- Yes, but I found a little difficulty because I found some words I do not know.  

• Where did you get the book?  
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- My friend gave me.  

• What do you think was the main idea of the book?  

- In the world there are so many things to discover.  

• What is your favorite character in the book and why?  

- Gulliver, for his way to make the journey and discovery of the world.  

• Did this book make you think about your own experience/feelings/emotions – did you 

find any message?  

- Yes, this book makes me think about my own experience of life.  

• Would you suggest this book to your friends (why)?  

- Yes, for the interesting story. 2  

• Did this book or the discussion about the book change any stereotypes you had?  

- No.  

• Will you read more about the author of the book?  

- Yes.  

• Will you read more books of the same author?  

- Yes.  

Summary  

I liked read the book, for the interesting story. The book makes me think about my own 

experience of life and show me that in the world there are so many things to discover, and we 

have many opportunities to discover them during the life. 

Jekaterina Hruscova  

 

• Did you like the book? (Yes/NO and Why)  

- Yes, I liked. Because of interesting story about travel in the country of Lilliput.  

• Did you find the book easy to read - were there any new and complicated 

words/phrases?  

- I found the book easy to read.  

• Where did you get the book?  

- My friend gave me.  

• What do you think was the main idea of the book?  

- To show that the world is very large and there are a lot of different and unknown countries.  

• What is your favorite character in the book and why?  

- The character of author. He has brave heart, kindness, fairness and respect of other cultural 

and traditions.  

• Did this book make you think about your own experience/feelings/emotions – did you 

find any message?  

- Yes, this book makes me think about my own experience of travels. Sometimes I thought what 

I will do if I would be on place of author, if with me would happened this incredible travel. 2  

• Would you suggest this book to your friends (why)?  
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- Absolutely Yes. Interesting story, easy to read.  

• Did this book or the discussion about the book change any stereotypes you had?  

- No.  

• Will you read more about the author of the book?  

- Yes.  

• Will you read more books of the same author?  

- Yes.  

 

Summary  

 

I liked very much this book, because of interesting story about travel in the country of Lilliput. I 

found the book easy to read, show me that the world is very large and there are a lot of 

different and unknown countries. This book makes me think about my own experience of 

travels. Sometimes I thought what I will do if I would be on place of author (with his brave 

heart, kindness, fairness and respect of other cultural and traditions), if with me would 

happened this incredible travel. 

 

Daria Shishova 

• Did you like the book? (Yes/NO and Why)  

- Yes I liked the part of the book I read.  

• Did you find the book easy to read - were there any new and complicated 

words/phrases?  

- Yes. It was enough difficult to read because of the presence of technical terms of shipbealding. 

• Where did you get the book?  

- Pronexus Association gave it to me.  

• What do you think was the main idea of the book?  

- A possible reason for the book's classic status is that it can be seen as many things to many 

different people. Broadly, the book has three themes: a satirical view of the state of European 

government, and of petty differences between religions; an inquiry into whether men are 

inherently corrupt or whether they become corrupted; a restatement of the older "ancients 

versus moderns".  

• What is your favorite character in the book and why?  

- My favorite character of the first chapter is the Royal family, in particular the Queen.  

• Did this book make you think about your own experience/feelings/emotions – did you 

find any message?  

- The book made me think about my own experience with the local authorities, policy in 

general, and corruption in the states and mechanism of the government in general.  

• Would you suggest this book to your friends (why)?  

- I will not suggest this book to my friends first of all because I think it is the book to read in the 

childhood, and secondly I couldn’t suggest to read this book to my friends in Italy because it is 

not so easy to read not in the mother tongue.  

• Did this book or the discussion about the book change any stereotypes you had?  

- No.  

• Will you read more about the author of the book?  
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- No.  

• Will you read more books of the same author?  

- No.  

 

Bandna 

 

• Did you like the book? (Yes/NO and Why)  

- Yes, I did.  

• Did you find the book easy to read - were there any new and complicated 

words/phrases?  

- No, it was a bit difficult because of many words I didn’t know.  

• Where did you get the book?  

- Pronexus Association gave it to me.  

• What do you think was the main idea of the book?  

- I don’t know.  

• What is your favourite character in the book and why?  

- Gulliver.  

• Did this book make you think about your own experience/feelings/emotions – did you 

find any message?  

- Yes, this book really touched my feelings and heart. I liked it.  

• Would you suggest this book to your friends (why)?  

- Yes, I would.  

• Did this book or the discussion about the book change any stereotypes you had?  

- No.  

• Will you read more about the author of the book?  

- No.  

• Will you read more books of the same author?  

- Yes, I’d like to read more books by this author.  

 

 

Lithuanian participants' comments 

Nadiezda Burina 

 

When I proposed to read "Gulliver's travels" I thought that I have seen the movie and it is the 

same thing I will find in the book. But I was wrong. I a book I was more interested in the plot 

and the reading was very interesting. I remembered my childhood, when books had to read in 

school. Now this book was quite different. I read it very carefully, because we were agreed that 
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according to the storyline of this book we will build a pantomime in Christmas evening for 

children. When I read, I underlined or wrote down the places that suit for our performance. I 

liked the kind-hearted surgeon Lemuel Gulliver, who left his family and indulged themselves to 

the call of travel. He worked as a doctor on board. Unfortunately, since the first trip fails: a 

terrible storm, shipwreck he woke up in an unfamiliar country, bound to the ground for all body 

parts. Gulliver saw that he is in a prison of a six-inch. I was not hard to read and understand this 

book. Only moments were when I remembered my parents' trip to Lithuania, and how they 

found it difficult to live here and to adapt. 
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The Alchemist is a novel by 

Portuguese, it has been translated into 71 languages as of 2011. An allegorical novel, 

Alchemist follows a young Andalus

having a recurring dream of finding treasure there.

The book has gone on to becoming an international bestseller. According to AFP, it has sold 

more than 65 million copies in more than 160 countrie

in history and winning the Guinness World Record for most translated book by a living author.

The Alchemist follows the journey of an Andalusian shepherd boy named Santiago. Santiago, 

believing a recurring dream to

discover its meaning. She tells him that there is a treasure in the Pyramids in Egypt. As he 

leaves, the gypsy mentions one thing: If he does find the treasure, she wants 10 percent of it.

Early into his journey, he meets an old king, Melchizedek, who tells him to sell his sheep to 

travel to Egypt, and his Personal Legend: what he always wanted to accomplish in his life. And 

that “When you want something, all the universe conspires in helping y

the core philosophy and motto of the book.
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is a novel by Paulo Coelho first published in 1988. Originally written in 

Portuguese, it has been translated into 71 languages as of 2011. An allegorical novel, 

follows a young Andalusian shepherd named Santiago in his journey to Egypt, after 

having a recurring dream of finding treasure there. 

The book has gone on to becoming an international bestseller. According to AFP, it has sold 

more than 65 million copies in more than 160 countries, becoming one of the best

in history and winning the Guinness World Record for most translated book by a living author.

follows the journey of an Andalusian shepherd boy named Santiago. Santiago, 

believing a recurring dream to be prophetic, decides to travel to a gypsy in a nearby town to 

discover its meaning. She tells him that there is a treasure in the Pyramids in Egypt. As he 

leaves, the gypsy mentions one thing: If he does find the treasure, she wants 10 percent of it.

ly into his journey, he meets an old king, Melchizedek, who tells him to sell his sheep to 

travel to Egypt, and his Personal Legend: what he always wanted to accomplish in his life. And 

that “When you want something, all the universe conspires in helping you to achieve it.” This is 

the core philosophy and motto of the book. 

Along the way, he encounters love, danger, opportunity, disaster and learns a lot about himself 
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leaves, the gypsy mentions one thing: If he does find the treasure, she wants 10 percent of it. 

ly into his journey, he meets an old king, Melchizedek, who tells him to sell his sheep to 

travel to Egypt, and his Personal Legend: what he always wanted to accomplish in his life. And 

ou to achieve it.” This is 

Along the way, he encounters love, danger, opportunity, disaster and learns a lot about himself 



    

 

 

                PROJECT LITERATURE  

 

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. 

This publication [communication] reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be 

made of the information contained therein. 
24 

 

and the ways of the world. During his travels, he meets a beautiful Arabian woman named 

Fatima who explains to him that if he follows his heart, he shall find what it is he seeks. 

Santiago then encounters a lone alchemist who tells about personal legends. He says that 

people only want to find the treasure of their personal legends but not the personal legend 

itself. He feels unsure about himself as he listens to the alchemist’s teachings. The alchemist 

states “Those who don’t understand their personal legends will fail to comprehend its 

teachings.” It also states that treasure is more worthy than gold. 

The book’s main theme is about finding one’s self destiny. According to The New York Times, 

The Alchemist is “more self-help than literature”. 

 

COMMENTS FROM PARTICIPANTS 

 

A summary of the Latvian participants'  

1. Everybody liked the book, because it makes you think about life, and you become wiser. 

Some club memebers have read it several times. 

2. All club members admit, that it was easy to read this book. They read it one breath. It 

was difficult to tear yourself away from the reading. But at the same time it should be  

read unhurredly and thoughtfully. 

3. All readers took the book in the library. 

4. According to the oppinion of the readers, the main idea of the book is – belive in your 

dreams, strive for fulfiling them while listening to your heart. 

5. The Shepperd Santiago was named almost unanimously as the favorite character. 

6. Yes. The book made them think about the meaning of life, there are lots of wise 

thoughts and conclusions,  that had been writen out by the readers. 

7. All club members would advise their friends to read the book. One lady advised her 20 

year old daughter to reasd the „Alchemist”. It has been read in one evening. 

8. Some readers have changed their opinion about the happenings in their personal life. 

However, some of the readers haven`t. The influence of the book was very individual. 

9. Some club members have already read about the author, some of them are going tp 

read about P.Koelju. They have decided to do it after the discuccion.  

10. All club members, who hadn`t read the other books by P.Koelju, decided to read them.  

Iveta 

1. Yes, of course, It`s difficult  to say -  a simple plot, as if it were a fairy-tale. 
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2. It was very easy to read it, I would say i have read in one breath. Moreover it was 

difficult to tear myself away from this book. 

3. I took the book in the library. 

4. The main idea is- Belove in your  dreams, listen to yourself. 

5. The shepherd. Why? It`s difficult to say. 

6. The thoughts that were very deep in  my subconsciousness have been approved after 

the ready of this book. It feels as if I had known these ideas long time before. 

7. I advised my daughter (she is 20) to read this book. She has read it in one evening. 

8. No, it hasn`t. In my opinion everyone sees, what he would like to see, hears, what he 

would like to hear understands. What he would like to understand. Every reader can 

find these ideas in the book. 

9. I don`t think I`ll read about the  author. But never say never. 

10. Yes, I`m going to read some other book by P.Koelju 

 

Comments from the Polish participants 

Iryna 

This was the first book of Paulo Coelho I had a chance to read. And I can really recommend it 

for those who try to understand the meaning of life as well to explore the different dimensions 

of love. For me the book emphasized the importance of following your destiny and dreams – 

you can achieve everything as long as the fear of failure doesn’t have control over you. The 

whole journey with the main character is very thrilling and enchanting. The main character 

teaches you to be relentless and persistent in achieving your goals, you should never lose your 

faith he tells you. After I finished Alchemist I realized that one day I will come back to the book 

and the best thing I can do now is to recommend this brilliant story to my friends.  

Ihor 

The story of Paulo Coelho left me breathless – it seems as if it took just a moment to finish it. 

The book if very important piece of work for those who try to understand their destiny. I think 

one can use this story as a guide to a life of a very wise and decent man – step by step you 

understand how one should lead a proper life. For me as a migrant the story was especially 

relevant as I have travelled a lot, often found myself lost and sometimes didn’t notice the 

valuable and important people and things that surrounded me throughout the years. I have 

learned a lot by reading the work of this brilliant author. Now my goal is to further explore his 

literary heritage.  

Anna 
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I heard a lot about Alchemist, but it seemed that I never had time to read it. Now I can 

definitely say that I have made a big mistake by not reading it – I really enjoyed the story and 

the way Paulo Coelho writes makes you read page after page without even thinking to stop for 

a break. For me, as a young migrant, who came to live and study in Poland several things were 

especially important. First, the way Santiago decided to pursue his goal despite the obstacles 

and parent’s will – my conclusion is that sometimes you have to sacrifice certain things in order 

to achieve your goal. I know that some people perceive the book as a general story, but I 

believe it is a true parable with deep meaning – if you follow closely the evolution of the main 

character and also pay attention to the dialogue you can notice how the author emphasizes 

that strong will combined with the right direction can help you achieve success in life. You 

should never give up and that is why I enjoyed the book so much. For me, the life in another 

country is sometimes a struggle, but now I am sure even more that I should keep track of my 

goals, have a good plan and do my best to be as successful as possible. Much depends on me 

and how I see the world around me. I will definitely recommend the book to the people I know.  

 

Comments from the UK participants 

Zydrunas Kieleris 

I liked this book very much. It lifted my motivation in reaching my goal and appreciating what I 

have at the moment. The book helped me to understand that my happiness could right beside 

me. I found very easy reading this book. Of course, I met few difficult and rarely used words 

and phrases that meant different things. For example, I couldn't understand a word alchemist. 

Just later on while I was reading a book I found out the meaning of it. I got this book at the 

rehabilitation centre ''Alfa'' which has close relationship with Lithuanian Christian Church. 

Sometimes a person can travel all around the world and just then realize that happiness is close 

to you. So the author of the book wants us to look around ourselves more carefully and value 

what we have. My favorite character of this book is a young guy called Santiago. I liked him 

because I found him very strong minded person and he never gave up until he reached what he 

was dreaming of. And it motivated me very much. As I mentioned earlier, this book made me to 

put myself into main characters shoes and sense all the emotions and the feelings he had. As 

well I had loads of time to think about experience pursuing goals in my life. I suppose the main 

idea of this book is that a person should never ever stop catching up your plans and dreams. 

And also we should always be attentive not to miss our happiness because we never know 

where it is. And because this book gave me a very strong motivation and lifted me spiritually I 

would definitely recommend this book to my friends and my family. After I read this book I was 

surprised because my stereotypes changed.  Especially my opinion changed about aiming luck 
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in our lives.  Now I think that everything is possible in our lives if we believe in things that we do 

and we have enough persistence and patience. Victory comes when a time goes by. I would 

read more about the author of this book just in case there was a short story about him in the 

same book I am reading.  Knowing how well was the book ‘’The Alchemist’’ I would read more 

books of this author with pleasure. 

Andrius Tomkevicius 

I liked the book Alchemist very much. I got interested in it because it writes about the past a lot 

and that in these days’ people had more faith and bravery and wisdom were very valuable 

things. This book teaches and gives lots of advices too which can you use in nowadays. I 

suppose good authors with good books are rare thing nowadays. Reading this book I found easy 

because it’s written in simple language. The author explained everything very well. When I 

started reading I thought this book will be boring. But my opinion changed soon and I couldn’t 

take my eyes of the book. I finished it reading in four hours. I am very grateful for European 

Union library that they gave me a chance to read this interesting book and that they care about 

education and erudition a lot.  In my opinion the main idea of this book was to remind people 

about their dreams. When the time goes by very often our dreams are forgotten or they change 

together with our valuables but it’s never too late for our dreams to come true and we need to 

try hard to make it happen. After I read this book I got little bit sad because I remembered few 

dreams that never came true for me. I also began thinking what dreams I had when I was a 

child and what dream I have nowadays.  I would recommend this book to my friends so they 

could find out why they aren’t happy in their lives and that they could start thinking about what 

they do in their lives more seriously.  I would say that my stereotypes changed a lot after 

reading this book. The main thing that changed was believe in God. I would like to find out 

more about this author and to know about the other books he wrote because I guarantee they 

are very interesting too. 

Aleksandr Gudz 

I got this book at the European Union library. I enjoyed it very much because the author 

describes the main character of the book very fascinating. I wanted to know what he was 

thinking and to see all things that were happening in his life. The other thing I liked about the 

book was that I got lots of positive and optimistic thoughts when I was reading it. I suppose the 

main idea of this book that we definitely must have a dream and try to catch it whatever it 

takes for us. And if we believe in our dreams, in our goals we will definitely reach it.  The 

character that was most interesting and the one I liked the most was a girl called Fatima that 

other character Santiago fell in love with her. I enjoyed reading about the way she was talking 

and thinking about love and about why she is in this world. I suppose this book is kind of a book 

that changes our stereotypes, our opinion about people about different situations in our lives 

and I think these are the main reasons why I would recommend this book to all my friends.  This 
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book didn’t leave me apathetic. It made me to think very seriously about things that happened 

in my life. I loved the way author showed us that God is behind the scenes of everything that 

happens in our lives that he is begins everything. And the author showed us this not too pesky. 

And that’s the reason I would like to read more books of this author and to know more about 

him too. 

 

Comments from the Italian participants 

Olga Voitovitch 

 

• Did you like the book? (Yes/NO and Why)  

- Yes, because it’s a very simple writing style.  

• Did you find the book easy to read - were there any new and complicated 

words/phrases?  

- Yes, very easy.  

• Where did you get the book?  

- Pronexus Association gave it to me.  

• What do you think was the main idea of the book?  

- Every person in their life should be brave, believe in themselves, spiritually grow.  

• What is your favorite character in the book and why?  

- Melchisedec.  

• Did this book make you think about your own experience/feelings/emotions – did you 

find any message?  

- I didn’t find anything new. It confirmed the things I already believed in.  

• Would you suggest this book to your friends (why)?  

- Of course.  

• Did this book or the discussion about the book change any stereotypes you had?  

- No.  

• Will you read more about the author of the book?  

- Yes.  

• Will you read more books of the same author?  

- Yes. 

 Leu Cornel Vasilica 

  

• Did you like the book? (Yes/NO and Why)  

- Yes, because it’s a very good book.  

• Did you find the book easy to read - were there any new and complicated 

words/phrases?  
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- Yes, very easy, no problem for me.  

• Where did you get the book?  

- On the internet.  

• What do you think was the main idea of the book?  

- Do not ever stop in front of obstacles, believing in your dreams and try to achieve them.  

• What is your favorite character in the book and why?  

- The protagonist, because he represents all of us in the face of life events.  

• Did this book make you think about your own experience/feelings/emotions – did you 

find any message?  

- Yes, I must believe in my abilities..  

• Would you suggest this book to your friends (why)?  

- Yes, because it’s beautiful. 2  

• Did this book or the discussion about the book change any stereotypes you had?  

- Yes.  

• Will you read more about the author of the book?  

- Yes.  

• Will you read more books of the same author?  

- Yes.  

 

Summary  

 

The book is one of the best I've read. The image of the protagonist that retreats in the face of 

life's obstacles, it’s common to all men. There are many symbols that already show up in front, 

and only self-awareness and the desire to realize his dream that will not let him sleep, led him 

to go on and reach at the end with satisfaction his goal; the one that God has time place in his 

life. 

 

Jekaterina Hruscova 

 

• Did you like the book? (Yes/NO and Why)  

- Yes, I liked it, because of the main idea of the book: we look for happiness around the world, 

but it is near us.  

• Did you find the book easy to read - were there any new and complicated 

words/phrases?  

- Yes, I found it easy to read.  

• Where did you get the book?  

- My friend recommended to read this book and gave it to me.  

• What do you think was the main idea of the book?  

- Looking for happiness you don’t need to travel around the world, just look around of you, it is 

already near you.  

• What is your favorite character in the book and why?  

- The main hero, because he is looking for happiness.  

• Did this book make you think about your own experience/feelings/emotions – did you 

find any message?  
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- Yes, this book made me think about my own feelings and emotions. I felt the same emotions 

looking for happiness.  

• Would you suggest this book to your friends (why)?  

- Yes, sure. Because it has a good morality, that could be used in life.  

• Did this book or the discussion about the book change any stereotypes you had?  

- No, I’ve already thought about such things like happiness. What it is and where it could be 

found.  

• Will you read more about the author of the book?  

- Yes 

• Will you read more books of the same author? 

- Yes, I have already read “Veronica decides to die” and “Eleven minutes”. 

 

Daria Shishova 

 

• Did you like the book? (Yes/NO and Why)  

- Yes I liked very much the book and I enjoyed reading it so much.  

• Did you find the book easy to read - were there any new and complicated 

words/phrases?  

- It was easy enough to read. I faced more new words at the end of the book but this hasn’t 

influenced me to read it and understand the drama.  

• Where did you get the book?  

- Pronexus Association gave it to me.  

• What do you think was the main idea of the book?  

- The book's main theme is about finding one's destiny.  

• What is your favourite character in the book and why?  

- My favourite character was Fatima. A beautiful girl who lives at the Al- Fayoum oasis. Santiago 

falls in love with her at the well there. He and Fatima talk every day for several weeks, and 

finally he asks her to marry him. Fatima, however, insists that he seeks out his Personal Legend 

before they marry. This perplexes Santiago, but the Alchemist teaches him that true love never 

gets is the way of fulfilling one's dreams. If it does, then it is not true love.  

• Did this book make you think about your own experience/feelings/emotions – did you 

find any message?  

- Yes the book make me think about my own life and if I found or not yet my own destiny and If 

I on the right “destination” of my life.  

• Would you suggest this book to your friends (why)?  

- Yes I will suggest this book to my friends because it makes think and reflect on own life but in 

an easy way.  

• Did this book or the discussion about the book change any stereotypes you had?  

- I don’t think that something has changed in my stereotypes because I think in this age it is 

rather difficult but anyway it made me think about proper experience, feeling and emotions.  

• Will you read more about the author of the book?  

- I know rather good the author and his books I have already read are: “And on the Seventh 

Day” (collection of the novels “By the River Piedra I Sat Down and Wept”, “Veronika Decides to 

Die” and “The Devil and Miss Prym”); “Eleven Minutes”.  



    

 

 

                PROJECT LITERATURE  

 

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. 

This publication [communication] reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be 

made of the information contained therein. 
31 

 

• Will you read more books of the same author?  

- Yes, I will be happy to read other books.  

 

 

Comments from the Lithuanian participants 

Nadiezda Spiridonova 

"The Alchemist" - is a kind of novel-a tale based on the wisdom of the east, it is full of the joy of 

life story about a journey into the soul of the world, and becoming part of you. Shepherd 

Santiago read books and often thinks about life. One day he had a dream and applied to the 

gypsy that it would help to clarify its meaning. Gypsy explained that this World Languages 

dream. If the guy next to the Egyptian pyramids ever find the treasure, the treasure of the tenth 

to give gypsy for divination. Santiago set search for treasure and agrees to an old man who calls 

himself King Melchizedek of Salem, and teaches the shepherd life of wisdom: "In a moment, we 

are not able to manage your life, and since then it starts to drive the destiny." The old man 

explains that each person can have and live their Personal Legend and that "everyone in the 

world God has outlined a path." The world is a great deal of success in the world of brands, 

which can not be forgotten, went to look for the secret of happiness. Paulo Coelho was born in 

1947 in Rio de Janeiro. Parents did not understand the son's talent, and even tried to cure him 

of the desire to write. The most P. Coelho said: "I always knew that my Personal Legend is to 

write." In 1988 was presented Mr. Coelho's book The Alchemist which has received numerous 

commendations and evaluations. "The Alchemist" is released in more than 67 languages in 120 

countries and everywhere had remarkable success (selling more than 65 million copies.). The 

book listed in the Guinness Book of Records as the linguistic translation still in the book the 

author was still alive. Latin America is as famous as Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Paulo Coelho's 

books bestseller list in Brazil begins. Throughout his career, the writer has received many 

awards, one of them - in 2000 received the French Legion of Honor medal. 

 

 

 

 


